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PERSONAL-TOUCH: MAKES TRIALS ‘A. SUCCESS 


The summer of 1984 marks a milestone in the 
history of our Annual Trials program at the 
Nursery--the All-America Selections Board of 
Directors has just recently granted WALT DISNEY 
WORLD official status as an All-America 
Selections Flower Trial Ground. Since starting our 
garden in 1979, our trials have been continually 
evolving. First, with the establishment of the 
garden itself; second, with the distribution and 
publication of our first evaluation in 1980; and 
now, with our becoming an integral part of the 
All-America Selections proving grounds. 

Heather Fraser, who has been instrumental in 
making the trials a success and will be judge for 
our All-America Selections Trials, has reached a 
milestone of her own this year. Heather became 
a gardener in 1974 and is in her tenth year at the 
Nursery. Prior to transferring to the Nursery, 
Heather worked at Coke Corner where she was a 
lead and was on hand for opening day in 1971. 
Today, Heather is one of three leads at the 
Nursery, and works with our annual trials, orchids, 
topiary, holding areas, and specialty crops such as 
cascade mums. 
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This Ascocenda hybrid was one of the first orchids 
acquired for our collection in 1979. 


Throughout the years, Heather has seen the 
Nursery grow and change a great deal and has had 
a chance to become involved in nearly every part 
of our operation. Of all the areas she has worked 
in, Heather's favorite is hanging baskets. She 
recalls- the. :=difst-<pasket,..a = plumbago- and 
nasturtium combination, which was made in 1975. 

Since her first assignment--which was root 
pruning nearly 1000 eucalyptus grown in tree pots 
for the Living Filter Farm project--Heather has 
developed several areas of horticultural expertise, 
including annual trials, orchids, and hanging 
baskets. She gives credit to many of the people 
she has worked with for helping her to develop her 
skills and knowledge. 





Amaranthus 'Flaming Fountain' is a big hit in our 


Summer trials. 
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Many seed companies from around the world 
provide seed for our trials. Representatives from 
many cCompanies--including Sakata in Japan and 
Sluis and Groot in Holland--visit our trials to see 
how their new introductions perform in central 
Florida. Heather enjoys this aspect of the 
program and values the feedback she gets from 
visitors and other cast members. 

All of the areas which Heather is involved in 
have one thing in common. They each require 
constant care and attention to produce the desired 
results... "You know they need you" ...a feeling 
which many of us share about the plants we work 
‘vith and take pride in. 





A Horticulture Division Publication 


Impatiens wallerana ‘Super Elfin’ Series 


“SUPER ELFIN IMPATIENS” 


Orange, pink, white, scarlet and fuchsia colored 
flowers cover this improved strain of impatiens. The 
plants are low spreading and thrive in shady beds. 





Once again an Outstanding Idea has emerged 
from the Horticulture Division ranks, this time 
from the Pest Control Department. Ernie Mount 
and Homer Little (L>R) had an _ idea for 
Tamper-proof Bait Boxes. 

The design uses sections of baffled PVC cut 
into halves and hinged so they can be opened to 
insert the bait and locked once set in place. The 
Opening is only large enough for rats, keeping 
birds and other animals out. Because the bait is 
kept dry it lasts longer. Their invention conforms 
to all EPA requirements. Congratulations guys! 
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INSECT PHOBIA 


Insects, spiders, and other arthropods many 
times cause man annoyance and worry that may 
lead to nervous disorders. This condition is called 
insect phobia or "entomophobia". 

Many times the "bug" may have been 
eliminated from an area but not from the mind of 
an individual. Because of this, it is important to 
follow-up on an insect problem just to make sure 
there are no insects. 

People relate itches with those caused by pests 
such as fleas, lice, ticks, etc., but are often 
caused by chemical, thermal or mechanical 
irritants especially on the job. Many times, 
allergies, dermatologic conditions or _ even 
systemic conditions cause itching and when an 
individual sees an insect he or she is afraid of, 
the scratching begins. 

Entomophobia is a serious disorder and really 
should not be made light of. The best thing to do 
with someone who is "phobic" is to try to help 
them understand about the insect and about the 
possibilities of other physiological problems that 
could cause itching. To mock the person and try 
to scare them will only make the problem worse. 
Just remember too that almost everyone is 
entomophobic to a certain degree, including you! 


Thorn Lear, Jr., Supervisor 
Structural Pest Control 


WHAT'S IN A NAME? 


Shakespeare wrote: "What's in a name..." and 
therein lies a tale. Where do the names of 
today's flowers and vegetables come from? Why 
are there 'Super Elfin' impatiens, ‘Cascade' 
petunias, and 'Carabiniere' salvias? Who decides 
and why? 

It's been said that a good name can make 
plant more popular but a poor name won't keep a 
good variety from making its mark. 

Most seedsmen think ‘Super Elfin' is a good 
name for the series of impatiens because it's very 
descriptive of the plant - the most popular 
varieties available today. 

The original impatiens were tall and rank, 
with very little branching. When the 'Elfin' 
impatiens were introduced many years ago, they 
were much more compact and floriferous than 
previously introduced varieties. Later, with even 
more breeding and selection, a new series was 
introduced...and labelled 'Super Elfin'. The plants 
were selected for uniformly compact habit, high 
flower power, and a basal-branching trait which 
caused the plants to form mounds of color, instead 
of the tall, skinny plants of yesteryear. 

'Carabiniere' salvias, tall sturdy sentinels of 
color, were named policeman (Carabiniere are 
Italian state troopers with hats bearing a red 
plume) for they were originally bred in Europe. 

'Cascade' petunias, the world's’ favorites, 
make exceptional plants for containers or hanging 
baskets but the name didn't come from their 
cascading habit of growth. Rather, it was the 
Cascade Mountain Range of the Pacific Northwest 
which provided the inspiration; the cascading habit 
made the plant and name a- serendipitous 
combination. 

The list continues, for every plant variety 


‘must have a singular name. Time was, when most 


plants were named for the wives or daughters of 
plant breeders. When the breeder ran out of 
daughters' names, he turned to other relatives so 
that prolific introducers of new plant varieties 
built up entire family trees with their 
introductions. 

Luckily, it's much better now, but occasionally 
there's still a real zinger. Anyone have a favorite 
pet they'd like to commemorate with a flower 
name? 


Courtesy of Geo. J. Ball, Inc. 





A DAZZLING DISPLAY FOR CENTRAL FLORIDA 


Trying to provide a "northern look" in a 
southern climate can certainly be -a tough 
cnallenge to most gardeners for many obvious 
reasons. One way of meeting this challenge in the 
Victoria Gardens at Canada has been to select a 
rhododendron proven adaptable to the warmer 
climates. 

All in all, approximately 4,000 species, hybrids, 
and varieties of rhododendrons have been 
cataloged and grown in the United States but only 
about 30 are native to North America. Of these, 
the bulk are grown in the more moderate 
climates, those being zones 7, 8, and 9. 

Heat and lack of cold dormancy, as opposed to 
cold hardiness, make for the challenge here in 
central Florida. Rhododendron racemosum 
‘Scarlet King' which is native to New Zealand, 
was recently planted just prior to its flowering 
period in April. 'Scarlet King' belongs to a group 
of free flowering hybrids that can take 20°F and 
thrive in warm winter conditions. As is the case 
with most rhododendrons, 'Scarlet King' needs an 
acidic soil ranging from a pH of 4.5 to 6.5. Our 
eight specimens were planted beneath a large 
'Heritage' river birch which affords protection 
from the intense Florida sun in the late spring and 
summer months. Other cultural practices include 
providing a good azalea fertilizer (8-8-8) and 
removal of spent blooms to prevent seed 
formation so the plants can return to their 
vegetative cycle as soon as possible. 

Diseases of most rhododendrons are primarily 
fungal in nature. A wide variety of fungi attack 
roots, stems, leaves, and even flower buds. 
Insects, such as borers, lace bugs, and bark scale, 
like to do their dirty work as well. By keeping a 
strict vigilance on these pests, we expect to see 
another rich red flower display next April or May. 


Ken Swanson and Tracey Soliday 
EPCOT Center 
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Tracey Soliday, Tiana Yaeger, and Ken Swanson 
(L>R) meet the challenge of Florida's climate 
in providing a Canadian atmosphere at EPCOT 
Center. 


DETAILS DE JULY 


July is typically known as a month for 
fireworks and celebration. Conducive to the 
celebrating, comes warm sunny days, which also 
allow the landscape to radiate its color, design, 
and beauty. 

Because of increased outdoor activities, there 
is also increased attention on the landscape. 
Because of the increased attention, "detail" is the 
emphasized word in our department. Whether it 
be the formal annual plantings of begonias, 
marigolds, alyssum, and portulaca or the hedges 
which form shapes to satisfy any imagination, or 
even the trees which provide a canopy for the 
entire Park. Our attention to detail shape the 
Park into an experience seldom felt anywhere in 
the world (except, of course, Florida and Tokyo). 
Footnote: Portulaca is also known as "Disneyland 
lee Plant". 

Ken Inouye, Superintendent 
DISNEYLAND 
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SAFETY CORNER 


During the "dog days" of summer, heat and 
humidity can be dangerous to those spending a 
great deal of time outdoors, especially our guests. 
The table below, from the National Weather 
Service, shows the apparent temperatures caused 
by combinations of air temperature and humidity. 


Air Temperature* 
70 75 


Relative 
Humidity 


Apparent 
Temperature* 
95 99 103 107 


105 111 116 

105 112 120 130 
113 123 135 148 

ito. 123 1397 151 

120 135 150 

132 149 

144 

97 113 136 





91 *Degrees Fahrenheit. 


When apparent temperatures are between 90° 
and 105°, heat exhaustion and heatstroke are 
possible. Knowing the symptoms and treatment of 
each could help save a life. 

Heat Exhaustion: Profuse perspiration with 
pale and clammy skin. Temperature almost 
normal, possible vomiting. 

Have person lie down, keep head level or low, 
give cool drinks with small amounts of salt. Seek 
medical advice. 





Heatstroke: Headache, dizziness, red face, hot 
dry skin, very high temperature, usually 
unconscious. 


Bring victim to shade, lying on back. Remove 
clothing and sponge body with alcohol or lukewarm 
water. If conscious, give cool drinks with small 
amount of salt. Medical care urgently needed. 








OUR -ROSES HAVE: "CLASS" 


We have all heard the familiar phrase "a rose 
is a rose is a rose". This may be so, but today's 
hybridizers have classified these fragrant flowers 
even further. 

Outselling all other rose classes combined, 
hybrid tea roses are the Olympic hopefuls of the 
rose world. Ranging from 2-6 feet in height, 
depending on the variety, this class produces 
large, shapely flowers one per stem. ‘Olympiad! 
and 'Peace' are representatives of the hybrid tea. 

Oftentimes confused with the hybrid tea is the 
grandiflora rose. There is a difference in height, 
with grandifloras becoming 8-10 feet tall. Borne 
singly or in clusters on long stems, the many 
flowers produced make these roses valuable as a 
cut flower. The 'Gingersnap' rose found at the 
entrance of Town Square is a good example. 

Floribunda roses are a vigorous, bushy plant 
noted for its tremendous production of flower 
Clusters. Their flowers are looser than those of 
hybrid tea roses and seldom have the same perfect 
form when viewed close-up. Floribundas range 
from 2-3 feet in height, are very hardy and 
relatively disease resistant. 'Red Gold' roses are 
Classified as floribundas. 

A fourth class is the polyanthus rose having 2" 
wide flowers formed in large sprays. 'Summer 
Snow' is a polyanthus found in the Hub. 

Together these four classes put on a beautiful 
show leaving lasting impressions on many guests. 





Jane Underwood and Laura Dell 
Magic Kingdom 





Editor: Pamela Boswell 


A NEW DESERT SHOW 


An important statement made on The Land 
ride is that humankind can increase agricultural 
efficiency in marginal areas, promising hope for 
alleviating world hunger. Perhaps the most 
Significant marginal areas are deserts, and The 
Land staff has long wanted to rehab their desert 
to make it a more meaningful show. Last month 
the pond was removed to make more cropping 
area, new sand was brought in to make a hill on 
the west end, all sand was steamed, and the new 
design planted. The ride spiel was also rewritten 
and tells the new story best: 

"Remember the hot dry desert? Intense 
sunlight in the desert grows high quality 
crops if water can be provided. Drip 
irrigation systems efficiently deliver 
water directly to the root zone. 
Technology like this is opening arid 
lands to agriculture. In the future, 
we'll also use crops that require less 
water. Examples include buffalo gourd 
which produces starchy roots and seeds 
high in vegetable oil and protein, 
euphorbia and guayule, potential sources 
of gasoline and rubber, and fast-growing 
Leucaena trees. Sorghum, the world's 
fourth most important cereal crop, is 
very drought tolerant." 






The desert show is now growing rapidly, and 
should reach its peak in early August. 


Henry Robitaille, Manager 
The Land 


REMRRRRRM HMM RR A 


Don’t be in 
Alice’s shoes! 





‘“Cheshire-Puss,” Alice began, rather timidly 
... “Would you tell me, please, which way I 
ought to go from here?” 

“That depends a good deal on where you 
want to get to,” said the Cat. 

“I don’t much care where ...” said Alice. 

“Then it doesn’t matter which way you go,” 


said the Cat. 
—tLewis Carroll, Alice in Wonderland 





Typist: Deani Pendley 
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